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Press Release for the 3rd Exhibition in the Křehký Gallery, December 3, 2010.

Praise of Vienna

December 8, 2010 – February 18, 2011 

The renowned Vienna-based glassworks of Lobmeyr and selected projects from Vienna Design Week are presented in Prague for the first time 

Lobwien, Lobmeyr, Loblove

The third exhibition in the new Křehký gallery will be organized along the lines of the old-world Austrian capital. Praise of Vienna will focus primarily on the renowned Vienna-based glassworks of Lobmeyr and unique projects designed by Czech and Austrian designers for Vienna Design Week: City Shades by Maxim Velčovský, Zpátky do dětství by Olgoj Chorchoj, and the Rumkugelbahn by the Viennese duo of mischer’traxler. The exhibition will be complemented with representative products from such brands as Artek, Driade, Moooi Accessorise, Lladró, and Onecollection, plus objects from the Křehký limited edition. 

Lobmeyr is a gem among glassworks. Designs by world-famous designers such as Adolf Loos, Josef Hoffmann, Claesson Koivosto Rune, Polka, Max Lamb, Mark Brown, and Maxim Velčovský have been implemented in its furnaces since 1823. The Praise of Vienna exhibition will offer a unique display of the most famous pieces and new designs from the glasswork factory, which has been exclusively represented by Křehký on the Czech market since December 2010.  

The production of Lobmeyr is dominated by chandeliers and lights. Lobmeyr has literally illuminated the world for several centuries; its products can be found in the Metropolitan Opera in New York, as well as the Kremlin and several Arabian palaces. Deriving from this fact, the City Shades light installation by Maxim Velčovský became a hit at Vienna Design Week in 2008, winning the Wallpaper Design Award that same year. An assembly of various glass objects and crystal chandelier elements from the Lobmeyr worldwide archive creates, on the principle of shadow play, silhouettes of the cities in which Lobmeyr chandeliers are represented. 

Apart from the installation of showcases with crystal cities, several remarkable glasses were created in which Maxim Velčovský combined the Lobmeyr beverage glass with Lobmeyr chandelier elements. These unique pieces will also be on display in the Křehký gallery. 

The Zpátky do dětství project by Olgoj Chorchoj was presented at Vienna Design Week this year. Designers Jan Němeček and Michal Froněk introduce their own implementations enlarged by a double ratio. They were inspired by the desire to experience the feeling we had as children looking up at a table and chairs when the world seemed extremely large to us. The famous Mr. Egg beverage set from Květná glassworks (this time in a huge mutation), huge Ton chairs, and hand-carved pipes in Oldřich Jirsa’s workshop are, among other things, an integral part of the installation. 

The Viennese duo of Katharina Mischer and Thomas Traxler brings the Rumkugelbahn rum praline funicular to the Křehký gallery. The project was also presented at Vienna Design Week this year. Working under the name of mischer’traxler, the duo often incorporates technological inventions, surprise and wit into their designs. Their funicular transports chocolate pralines along a landscape composed from objects designed by various Austrian designers. Thus, ten other Austrian designer studios participated in the project: Augarten, Mühlbauer, Ledermanufaktur Posenanski, dottings, Robert Rüf, Riess, Lobmeyr, Polka, and Breaded Escalope.  

The Praise of Vienna exhibition also premieres the Box Cupboard, designed by Maxim Velčovský for the Křehký gallery. “Every cupboard is a storeroom in fact,” explains Velčovský. His cupboard enables the user to create a unique system for storing stuff without getting lost in it thanks to a classical frame with a ledge and a socle. Its legs are shaped along the profiles of gallerists Jana Zielinski and Jiří Macek and hand-made by Antonín Hepnar. 

The c.k.* Christmas Market will take place in the Křehký gallery as part of the Praise of Vienna exhibition. From December 8 to December 19, visitors to the Christmas Market will have an opportunity to purchase all the exhibits, plus designer presents from Whitefruits, Daniel Piršč, Bohemia Machine, Sklárny Květná, and the Czech porcelain factory of Haas&Czjzek. Books from the Baobab and Koprbooks publishing houses and a new edition of Rozbíjím se for Křehký chocolates will also be for sale. 

Praise of Vienna

December 8, 2010 – February 18, 2011 

Concept and Selection of Objects: Jana Zielinski, Jiří Macek, Tulga Beyerle

Exhibition Architect: Maxim Velčovský

Graphic Design: Martina Černá / Imagery

The exhibition was created in collaboration with Vienna Design Week and with the support of the Vienna Tourism Board.

Exhibition partners are Veuve Cliquot and Nespresso. Radio 1 provides media support. 

Opening hours:

During c.k. Christmas Market

December 8–19, 2010 

Mon – Sun 10:00 – 18:00

January 3 – February 18, 2011

Wed – Fri 14:00 – 18:00

Free entry; all exhibits are for sale.

For more information, do not hesitate to contact Darina Zavadilová at +420 775 676 966.
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