[image: image1.wmf]
Press Release for the 5th Exhibition in the Křehký Gallery

Tableware

September 28 – November 21, 2011 

The fifth exhibition in the Křehký gallery presents the Prague premiere of a unique designer range from one of the oldest European porcelain factories, the Dutch family company of Royal Tichelaar Makkum. Its roots stretching back to 1640, the factory is considered synonymous with quality, exquisite taste, first-class craftsmanship, and creativity.  

The exhibition project of Tableware presents collections designed by leading contemporary designers and artists, such as Hella Jongerius, Jurgen Bey, and Studio Job, who took advantage of the factory’s potential and had unique collections and pieces made for collectors. Apart from these collections, the Tableware exhibition will display the Křehký 2011 limited editions, including the Camoufleur vase by Richard Hutten and the Panathenai dinner set by Daniel Piršč. 

The Non – temporary collection of majolica plates and vases designed by Hella Jongerius applies classical shapes made in the factory from 1700 to 1890. Thus, this collection is a typical product of the factory. Simple shapes utilize the technique of majolica decoration, i.e. painting on a thin layer of glaze. Hella Jongerius decorated the plates only partially and thus achieved unique effects and decorations. The entire collection gives a fresh timeless impression and links history with the current approach to majolica. 

Designed by the controversial Studio Job, the Still Life collection was made for the annual Milan trade fair with the best pieces of world design – Salone del Mobile. Royal Makkum asked several artists for collaboration. The assignment was to make use of traditional shapes in a new context. Studio Job chose archetypal pieces from the factory’s production. A classical jug, a candlestick, a clock, and a jar and provided them with completely new stories thanks to witty decorations. 

The Dutch studio of Makking&Bey took a very conceptual approach. Jurgen Bey thoroughly studied classical hand-painted decorations, which have been featured on Dutch plates, tiles, vases, and bowls for centuries. Combining them, he created a series of multilayer delicate decorations. Each piece from the drinking set bears a number – the number of minutes he spent decorating the specific piece. Thus, the collection is characteristically entitled Minutes Tea – Set.
The Tableware exhibition also presents several unique products by Tichelaar Makkum. The Big White Pot designed by Hella Jongerius is a hand-glued biscuit vase with a historicizing seal, which refers to 14th century ceramics. The MaMa vase designed by Roderick Vos, who is fascinated by cloning and repetition, is inspired by organic structures.

As part of Tableware, the Křehký gallery also presents the complete Panathenai set designed by Daniel Piršč. The dinner set is not only a great designer theme, but also an homage to friendship and the riches of life. The same applies to the parade of athletes that took place in honor of Athena during the Olympics. Thus, both homages eventually merge in the dinner set designed by Piršč. Prague will also witness the premiere of the Camoufleur four-vase designed by Dutch designer Richard Hutten, which was first presented at the Křehký Mikulov festival of art design in June. The vase has several layers with six words on each and is full of hidden meanings. By turning individual vases, one can create sentences such as “I love you forever”. Some of them are funny, others are weird. When you take out one vase, a hidden pattern emerges designed by Norman Wilkinson. Thus, stories are created right in front of your eyes.  
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Free entry; all exhibits are for sale.

For more information, do not hesitate to contact Silvie Luběnová: +420 603 195017
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