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Press release on the 4th exhibition in the Křehký gallery, March 10, 2011.

Miksi rakastamme Alvar Aaltoa? 

March 16 – April 30, 2011 

Miksi rakastamme Alvar Aaltoa? Koska rakastamme koivumetsiä, tuulia ja meren tuoksua. Ja Alvar Aallon perintö, jota Artek tuottaa ja Tšekin markkinoilla edustaa galleria Křehký, kertoo ikuisuudesta ja rakaudesta luontoon. Maljakko Savoy tuo mieleen suomalaisen järven, nojatuoli 400 huonekalujen tulevaisuuden a teepöytä 901 lasten intohimon autoihin ja muuten kaiken joka kilpailee tuulen kanssa.*
The fourth exhibition in the Křehký gallery presents the prominent figure of Alvar Aalto in more detail – his work and his subsequent impact on the worldwide designer scene – through the emotional perspective of curators Jana Zielinski and Jiří Macek and in a special, almost stage-like installation by Maxim Velčovský, which is reminiscent of a Finnish landscape. 
Alvar Aalto became an absolute iconic figure of design and architecture worldwide as early as the 1930s thanks to the perfect formal treatment of wood, the adamant desire to achieve perfection in every work he did, and the stylish purity that turned into a symbol of Scandinavian design. His work is as valid today as it was at the time of its creation. The Křehký gallery curators had a life-long dream to present furniture pieces and lights designed by Alvar Aalto to the Czech audience. Thus, the Miksi rakastamme Alvar Aaltoa? exhibition is a personal declaration of admiration for Alvar Aalto and presents its free associations with contemporary design. 

Finnish architect Alvar Aalto put himself on the map of the worldwide designer scene in 1935 when he founded the brand of Artek with his wife Aino Aalto and designers Maire Gullichsen and Nils-Gustav Hahl. This brand was the first in the world to focus on designing and manufacturing furniture from bent plywood. Its motto was to “sell furniture and promote a modern culture of living by means of exhibitions and other educational programs”. In 2010, Artek celebrated its 75th anniversary. The Křehký gallery became the first and exclusive distributor of the brand’s products in the Czech Republic during the same year. Apart from the designer range by Alvar Aalto, which will be enriched with several new pieces at this exhibition, visitors to the Křehký gallery can see furniture pieces designed by 
Enzo Mari and Bena at Schulten. All products from the Artek catalogue are available to order. 

The duo of Company is another representative of Finnish design in the exhibition of Miksi rakastamme Alvar Aaltoa? The Finnish-Icelandic duo of Johan Olin and Aamu Song balances on the borderland between design and concept; their portfolio includes many unique objects and prototypes. The Křehký gallery will present their Sleeping Furniture project for the first time in the Czech Republic .

Another representative of Scandinavian design is the experimental studio of Folkform. The Křehký gallery will premiere the studio’s collection of brass and bronze candlesticks entitled Candle Collages designed for the fashion label of Whyred. The collection celebrates old manufacturing processes and traditional manufacturing methods and became a hit at the recent Design Week in Stockholm. Chandra Ahlsell and Anna Holmquist are not visiting the Czech Republic for the first time either – they presented their work at Designblok ’07 as part of the Milky Way of Central European Design exhibition. The two Swedish designers are also renowned for their musical performance of playing the Savoy glass vase designed by Alvar Aalto. 

Apart from the Miksi rakastamme Alvar Aaltoa? installation, the Křehký gallery will host the premiere of the Lipka Tree designed by Olgoj Chorchoj and produced by Lasvit. Both the floor version and the table version of the shining glass tree represent the industrial variant of the conceptual tree that dominated the Miracles Archive exhibition in the Czech Pavilion at EXPO 2010 in Shanghai. Thus, the Lipka will be launched on the Czech market and be available for sale for the first time thanks to the Křehký gallery.

The Trautna, designed by young Czech designer Tomáš Bém, will assemble a literal lamp forest. The lamps were also displayed at the last Designblok. The perfect wooden frames, shaped in a lathe onto which simple porcelain sockets are placed with red strings, create balanced interior objects that emit light. The Trautna collection of lamps, nominated for the Editors-in-Chief Awards at Designblok ’10, was made in the workshop of the Bém family, situated on the foothills of the Krkonoše mountains.

The gallery also will exhibit the Tafelstukken collection of lamps for the first time, designed by the Dutch duo of Daphna Isaacs and Laurens Manders. Visitors to Designblok ’10 had an opportunity to see the delicate structures, which combine oak frames with porcelain shades and bowls. This time the gallery will present the latest available lamps from the limited edition of 5 versions, each consisting of 15 different options. 

The lamp forest will also include the Láska lamp designed by Klára Šumová. The lamp grows directly from the raw tree trunk and will complement the illusion of a Finnish landscape together with the inlaid Breakfast Table, which constitutes one of the Křehký limited editions. Legendary Czech light designer Antonín Hepnar will also present several lamps, plus a new piece from a range of wooden bowls.
The Vienna-based duo of mischer’traxler /Katharina Mischer and Thomas Traxler/ will also present their new product in the Křehký gallery for the first time as well. The duo is famous for their conceptual projects on the border between design and art, such as the Rumkugelbahn funicular for rum-centered chocolates, which was part of the previous exhibition at Křehký. The Reversed Volumes decorative bowls are made by casting original pieces of real fruits and vegetables.  

The Křehký gallery will introduce new opening hours after the Miksi rakastamme Alvar Aaltoa? exhibition opening on March 16: every Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Individual visits can be arranged by telephone or e-mail. 
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* Why do we love Alvar Aalto? Because we love birch woods, fjord winds, and the smell of the sea. The legacy of Alvar Aalto, produced by Artek and exclusively represented on the Czech market by the Křehký gallery, gives evidence of eternity and the love of nature. The Savoy vase reflects a Finnish lake; the 400 chair reflects the entire future of furniture made from bent wood; and the 901 tea table reflects a childlike passion for automobiles and everything that races against the wind. 











