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Press Release for the 2nd Exhibition in the Křehký gallery

October 4, 2010

Vtáčkovia, siroty a blázni (Birds, Orphans and Fools)

An exhibition that will take you into a fantasy world where love and nature are as white as snow and fools are not lonely.

The porcelain Fantasy Collection designed by Jaime Hayón, the Panathenai porcelain set by Daniel Piršč, and the Nudibranch porcelain jars by Yveta Kroupová will constitute the key exhibits of the second exhibition in the recently established Křehký gallery, which opened in a former Prague ham factory in Holešovice this summer. 

The common denominator of the exhibition, the name of which is borrowed from the ingenious movie by Juraj Jakubisko, is not porcelain, although it may seem so at first sight. However, the link is the world of fantasy, love, and nature, a world where the unrealizable becomes real and where one can go mad for a while, i.e. a world that everybody would like to live in and now, thanks to the designers, can. 

The Fantasy Collection, designed by Jaime Hayón, who ranks among the most renowned contemporary designers, for the famous porcelain factory of Lladró will be presented in the Czech Republic for the first time. Jaime Hayón (b.1974) is one of the busiest designers working today. He works mainly in London and is the creative director of Lladró. The Fantasy Collection was allegedly created by mutual positive contagion. Hayón was contaminated with the precise (and in fact very traditional) world of the renowned porcelain factory. Hayón, on the contrary, infected Lladró with contemporary design, humour, and bold aesthetics, which makes the Fantasy Collection easily recognizable. The collection consists of various objects that should incite the imagination of their owners. Thus, the magic of the unexpected, combined with the traditional themes of objects made from porcelain, creates an exceptional set in which every moment is very surprising. Visitors to the Křehký gallery will have an opportunity to see and purchase almost all the pieces from the Fantasy Collection.  

The Panathenai set by Daniel Piršč was inspired by the classical scene from the parade of athletes that took place in honor of Athena during the Olympics. Daniel Piřšč has even enriched the set with vases decorated by the ancient method of crenelling. The animals – a pig and a cow – come from Mikulov, where the designer has his workshop.  

The Nudibranch by Yveta Kroupová – is it a lid or a beautiful cake? The Nudibranch are porcelain jars inspired by the homonymous sea slugs. Concealed under the surface, they have become a sea sanctuary, a hiding place for your titbits. 

The Paměť (Memory) collection, designed by Liběna Rochová for the Expo in Shanghai, will also be part of an original installation created by Maxim Velčovský and Veronika Jiroušková. The collection combines old pieces of Vlčnov folk costumes with purist clothes. 

The installation by Maxim Velčovský and Veronika Jiroušková will present the limited edition of Pocta Andymu Warholovi Dom Perignon (The Homage to Andy Warhol by Dom Perignon). The installation is entitled Dom Perignon Rain and will be an integral part of the exhibition for the entire two months of its duration.  

The Křehký gallery presents a very personal perspective of contemporary design, the home, and the world of objects in general through exhibitions and its own collection. In the curatorial selection by Jana Zielinski and Jiří Macek, visitors will find primarily limited editions, original pieces, experimental projects, prototypes, and the exclusive representation of objects made in lot production, which introduce originality, character, and uniqueness into our lives. Křehký as a producer provides opportunities for Czech and foreign designers to implement their own projects in its limited series, which expresses the way designers perceive the world of objects in a more exact manner thanks to the freedom of creative process and implementation. This process also serves as a great experience for specific manufacturers who must meet the high demands put on quality and technology that are not used in standard production.  

The gallery was based on the successful exhibition project of Křehký from 2007, which presented the most significant moments from contemporary Czech glass and porcelain in a very emotional selection. The exhibition and the first pieces from the collection of designer objects bearing the brand of Křehký was presented to the public during Designblok ’07 in Prague in the form of an imaginary spherical landscape (designed by Maxim Velčovský). The Křehký Collection won the Editors Award at the prestigious ICFF trade fair of furniture and interior accessories in New York; the exhibition concept of Křehký by Designblok Prague was also nominated for the Grand Prix at 100% Design Tokyo. Later, the Křehký collection represented Czech design at various locations all over the world. 

Original limited collections of objects are made for Křehký in the so-called Křehký Limited Edition series. The designers include e.g. Olgoj Chorchoj (the Kuba bowl made in the Moser glass factory), Maxim Velčovský (Váza váz – The Vase of Vases), Klára Šumová (the inlaid breakfast table), Bořek Šípek (Světlo – The Light), Jiří Pelcl (the Kaktus [Cactus] vase), and Alfredo Häberli (Cinderella game, the Glass Music sculpture).

Apart from the above-mentioned projects, the gallery exclusively presents brands that have not been presented in the Czech market before, such as the famous Finnish brand of Artek, which produces works by Alvar Aalto, or the Baker Sofa designed by Finn Juhl for the One Collection. Other prestigious brands represented in the gallery include accessories from Moooi and Driade. 

The gallery occupies an area of 250 m2 in the M-factory, i.e. the former Prague ham factory at Osadní 35. The building was sensitively revitalized and completed by Olgoj Chorchoj. It follows up similar private galleries of contemporary design, such as the Moss Gallery in New York (Soho), the Vessel Gallery in London, Cibone in Tokyo, Spazio Rossana Orlandi in Milan, and Kreo in Paris.    

Concept and selection of objects: Jana Zielinski, Jiří Macek

Architecture: Maxim Velčovský, Veronika Jiroušková

Graphic design: Martina Černá / Imagery

Opening hours:

During Designblok: October 6-10, 2010

Wed – Sun 10:00 – 18:00

11. 10. – 26. 11. 2010

Wed – Fri 14:00 – 18:00

Free entry, all exhibits are for sale.

Dom Perignon is a proud partner of the Vtáčkovia, siroty a blázni exhibition.

www.krehky.cz

For more information, do not hesitate to contact Darina Zavadilová, project manager of the Křehký gallery, at +420 775 676 966.
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